British Rule in India, &c.            ij
Those who think the complaints made by natives of this country, or their r,ude criticism of the Government, are indications of disloyalty, must be ignorant of the real state of native feeling.    Our own experience shows a different path, and leads us to quite a different conclusion.    Those who are most violent in abusing the British rule would be the last to wish for its departure from the shores of India ; those who are most forward to advance complaints against the Government are its greatest appreciators ; those who are most anxious to have the claims of India satisfied and her grievances redressed are the warmest supporters of British rule.   Judge India by what she does, or does not do, not by what she says, or does not say, and you will arrive at the truth.    Of all animals the elephant is the most firm-footed and the  most sagacious ; and a proverb* of the country, of which he is an  emblem, has brought out the fact, half humorous and half instructive, that he has one kind of teeth for showing and another for eating.    All we want is that, when discussing the animal's powers of mastication,  people should look at his inner teeth and not at his tusks, and when decid* ing the question  whether India is in favour of British rule or against it that they should consider her acts and not her words. Even if our argument is fallacious, the fact remains unchanged.   We believe that if a plebiscite were taken, India would vote for the British rule and the majority would be overwhelming.    To be sure we want reform, we want a larger share in the administration of the country and the disposal of its revenues ; we want a voice in the policy and the legislation of the land, and a larger number of dark faces amongst its higher officials.    But our complaints, at their worst, are like the complaints of spoilt children, and not like the malicious curses of injured foes.   Yet in spite of unheeded com~s plaints, of unsatisfied demands, of unredressed grievances, we doubt whether even a small minority could be obtained to vote against British rule, or whether there is a single native of India who, aware of the political situation of this country and of the world, could place his hand on his breast and say: * I wish the British rule at the bottom of the sea,"   As mal-administration and oppression have been and are the,weakness of the Ottoman empire, vaod the cause of its constant troubles, so the good government, justice and toleration of British rule are the main sources of its strength, its stability and its security.   Let those who deny the truth, of our facts, or doubt the accuracy of our arguments, read the lessons of history   which the able pen of a living author has recorded.    Mr. Keene's Fall of the Mogul Empire furnishes us with an illustration which we cannot forego.   What was it that > made the reign of Akbar so illustrious and prosperous ?   What